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PREFACE. 


SO ME Gentleman has bal to be. 
Republiſted an excellent” Sermon,  preitched 
by the celebrated Dx. Sau. CLARKE 
before the Housg of CoMMoNs # 170g, 
on a Day of Thatkſghving for the Succeſs 
of the Arm of Her Majeſty Queen Anne. 


Nie well 1 judged motives, affigned for 
the Republication are to diſplay 
the great general analogy between the ble. 
ings afforded 7b this' Country © at | that * 
riod and the preſent: 42. | | 


In ordettherifore to add a link to this 
great chain, the , follewing Diſcourſe is 
reſpeAfully ſubmitted to the Public. Its 
object is to etw, that amidſt. the wrecks 
of war and all the ſhotks f the Moral 
world to day, THERE is A PROVIDENCE, 
not only Univerſal, but Particular. 
 Br1Tain ill ſtands upon the ſame proud 
eminence, under Almighty protection, 
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A 10010 HTY God wi du 
* his Majeſty's Arms, in the Tate 
„ Battle, by a great Vigory oyer the 
„ier ef he Deng He has 
thus extended “ a Reviving te 
„the Nations of the Earth? And 
that they may * repair the Defolati- 
4 on thereof, „He has n 
« a wall in Judah.” _ 
'What then does this Nation owe to 
Providence, who has made. its NAVAL | 
walls an inſtrument of Deliverance to 
ſuffering Humanity? We owe at leaſt | 
a Sincere and a Solemn Thankſgiving, 
As a part of our work of gratitude; 
IL ſhall endeavour to. vindicate a Sub- 


Lend Netfor's official Dent en ger 


r 81 Ezia,ix.g, * 6-7 
bathe A3 _ | lime 


* * 
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te opinion of but one — 


ann 


| lime truth; by ſhewing firſt that there 


1s a Provi dence, in oppoſition to his 
enemies, for is is the Lord's Doing. 
And next, that we may ** rejoice and 
be glad in it,“ 1 ſhall ſubmit ts you 
a mode of permanent Thankſgiving. 


There is 8 of the Deity, 
which has been more expoſed to the 
eontradictions of men, than his Di- 
vine Providence. Some ol the Hea- 


then Philoſophers, doubted upon this 


point formerly. And a// the Atheiſi- 
cal Philoſophers reje& it to day: be- 
cauſe they deſire ng conductor, no 

controller but their Fes. C0” 


Others there are, worldly Politi- 
eians, who form grand enterpriſes, 
and flatter themſelves that their pro- 
jects will ſucceed, through induſtry, 

Note. That the wileft and bf of the Antient 


Philoſophers believed in Providence, we believe 
will not be diſputed. We ſhall therefore ſtate. 


% Quod ſi melius tur, ea a que cn 


L quam quz fine confilio geruntur, nihil omni» | 


um rerum melius quam omnis mundus admi 
” I, Confilio igitur mundus adminiſtratur. 
ien lib. 2 de Invent; 


artifices 


« 7 * N 
artifices, or intrigues, without ab - 
aid from Providence: and conſequent- | 
ly without any confidence in, his 
over-ruling Power. It is eaſy how- 
ever to ſhew theſe men, the rruth and hs 
neceſſity of a Providence. 


For, no ſooner, does. man caſt his 
eyes over this 'vaſt Creation, to ex- 
amine its ſtupendous parts, and to 
behold with what order and harmos» 
ny the ſublime Whole moves, and h. 
moved during ages, but he muſt con- 
feſs, that this is neither created nor 
conducted by hazard. Upon the fir-. 
mament of Heaven in all the ſhining 
characters of worlds, it is written 
there is an over ruling JAN 
who. guides and governs all. 61 


Were it otherwiſe the.“ 5 5 whey, 
it ſhineth, and the Moon walking in 
brightneſs,” would ſoon fink into Cie 


dNote, We beg leave alſo to fate the of 
ons of the An tient Fathers upon this ſaby 


Mundi unus eſt rector, qui univerſa que ſunt 
verbo jubet, rationne diſpenſat, wirre con- 
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1 
os and Confuſion, On this View or 
Worlds then, grand in Creation, or. 

derly in movements, ſublime and har. 
monious in their ſyſtems, let Atheiſts 
judge of the truth and en of 

a Providence. 

But feeble. are the lights of falſe 
Philoſophers, and limited are_ the 
means of worldly Politicians. Should 
they require however, beſide the 
« Ggns and wonders f of Creation, 
other proofs of a Providence, what 
more convincing proofs can we place 
before them than their own beſt concer- 


o ted enterpriſes, planned with all their 


wiſdom, conducted with all their ſkill, 
backed with all their force, and funk, 
like the armed Giant of Gath beneath 
the Champion of the Lord?) What 
other proof do they demand than 
when their towering ambition, like 
the aſpiring Babel, becomes the ſource 
of misfortune? _. 

Ion i iv. 48. 


Note. Miro modo fit, ut quod fine volun- 

tate Dei agitur, voluntate Dei contrarmm non 

fit, quia ejus K we militant etiam que ej us 
ao repuga 


© ceo 
neon. lib. 6. Moral. 


£3 


y of 
Or. 
Ar- 
iſts 
of 


Ife 
he 
Id 
he 
n, 
At 


its) 


Ik Opinion -could add. Qrength. * 
the voice ot nature and experience, 
upon the exiſtence of Providence, 


to you Chriſtians 1 ſhould ſayr HEK 


has given his Angels clarge over 
you, to keep you in all your 
ways. Theſe ate the words of 
the pious: Pſalmif}, which to Infidels 
might have no weight: they are 
bardly to be taught by opinion ot 
convinced by facts. Almighty Fro- 
vidence aware of ſuch monſtrous in- 
gratitude, appeals againſt it in theſe 
words. „ Hear O Heavens, and give 
„ear O Earth, I have nouriſhed and 
© brought up Children and they have 
<< rebelled- againſt me.“ In 2 + 
place however, he e with his 
Juſtice thoſe who will not acknow> 
ledge: his Mercies. fou have for- 
faken me, ſays he, and ſerved 
e other Gods go then and/ery unto. 
the Gods which you have choſen; 
© let them deliver you in ere time 
of tribulation.” “? 7 Ws 
If in addition to arguments \ſounded 
upon nature, experience, and reli 


| ( wo) 

gion, in ſupport of the exiſtence and - 
Judgments of Providence, example 
were neceſſary, it abounds both in 
paſt and preſent times, in the caſe 
18 ann, and or 8 I 


\oPathans one of the pie, which 
can make us beſt, conceive the ex» 
iſtence and judgments of Providence, 

of Exodus. It is the inflance of the 
infant Moſes, floating upon the Nile, 
in a baſket of ruſhes, expoſed: by its 
Mother to the metoy of the waters 
rather than to the eruelties of Pharoah. 
But Providence took care | of the 
boy: he was ſaved. by the Daughter 
of Pharoah; was given to his own 
Mother to be nurſed; was brought 
up in the palace of Phatroah; and 
was adopted by the Daughter of Pha+ 
roah. This child, notwithſtanding 
all the murderous attempts of Pha- 
roah, was the ſame who announced 
| tis puniſhment, in the death' of all the 
firſt-born of Egypt, from his throne 
- downward; nay was the ſame, 
through whom this cruel Pharoah 
. and 


a 


and al his hoc peribed in- M 


ſea. Is there not then an avenging 
Providence? Let the Infidel examine 
the hiſtory ot Noah tere are ma- 
nifeſtations. Let him examine the 
hiſtory of Iſaac — there he will find 
proofs, Let him contemplate the life 


of Jacob—all: the events of which are 


but one continued chain of the proofs 


of Providence. Let him take a view 
alſo of the liſe of Joſeph, perſecuted 


by his brethren—doomed to death 


ſold for ſlavery—aſterward accuſed 


of the blackeſt crimes—plunged into 
the horrors of a- dungeon for thoſe 


crimes—and then let him ſay if ſuch 


events as - perſecution, ſlavery, and 
impriſonment for crimes, art the com- 


mon road to ſplendid elevation near 
a throne. There is moſt afſuredly * 


a Provibencs above us, who makes 


exaltation ſpring out of innocent a- 


© / — ' ” 1 7 105 
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But we have goods of Providenee, 
not only in the Jives of 15 
but in the care of each 
ject of Creation; ; not 5K = 
n but in the e 


1 
| 
3 
1 
4 


= 2 


( 12). 

Aſtoniſhed at the little confidence 6f 
man while every living ereature in- 
ſtrudted him upon Providence,” our 
Saviour exclaimed 0 ye of lit. 
«*tle faith!“ He defired- men to be- 
hold con victions of the exactitude of 
Providence, in the birds of the air 
and flowers of the field. And are 
„ not ye, ſad he, much better 
than they?“ 5 0 5 ra; 4 4} 0 
Yet Mankind murmurs; and pro- 
Ceeds even to doubts that there can 
be a Providence, where there is 
ſuch Inequality of conditions Such ſplen- 
wy and ſobk- e 44 Are 


Ps La „ 


— oo = — — 22 2 


98 


| F320 1 „Matt, vi, 46. 905 22 „ge 


Note. . Sit homo qui eſſe debet, mox el 
* addentur omnia x per quem lacta ſunt omnia.“ 

8 HigkonYM, in cap 6 Mate 
* «De Weins miſeratione tune ſperandum am- 
25 plius el, _ prefidia humana defecerint.” 
jg. ) "AMBROS,' in Het. 


The opinion of Antients and Moderg#:ought 
ſurely to have ſome weight upon thoſe Men, 
ho pretend to be Philoſophers and reſiſt a 60 
| . Earticalar Providence, How abſufd is the « 
tian that Providence configned himſelf, . aftcr, a 


' the Creation to a FER. of Epicurean caſe 
al. CL 3446 -n. a 


ed 14 > . b ' Scent 


ä 6. '3 9. 5 

gebiet rather manifeſt a nd fo. 
tive proof that there is an oyer-ruling 
Providence. For without this i inequa - 


i the world would ſoon languiſh, 
all be in confuſion, Had ad an 


equality ot power none would obey. 


2 . 9 


Had all an equality of wealth, none 


would be induſtrious. And where then 
would man find uecour? But our views 
are particular :* and no man looks 
beyond perſonal advantage. Whereas 
the views of Providence are univerſal, 
and the Almighty: looks to the good, 
of the whole, | His Providence heaps; 


aver wy g TabSeTa; ' aya'So erer, 


val Ts I00 Se TavaoeTal _ - 
ed, A Cant Ark. & 6. 4 4933+ . 


« Celt attaquer Dieu la dans ſouverainte de-ſon _ 


© etre, que de pretendre, en mye Toit, . 
«6 cenfurer | ſa conduite et ſa Pas 


5 den r 


«© Wenn etwas die menfchließen kläfte wWeit 


6 uberſteigt, ſo kaun man mit ſicherheit 8 i 


« len, da ea durch tine hohere Kraft gewir 
„erde, Ane, 


bre g en hominis 
omnibus cura eſt.“ 8 
"7 1 R | 
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4 14, n 
all the parts of Society in Union and 
action by mutual ſubordination : by 
the diverſity of States and conditions ; 
buy the oppoſition of indigence and 
{ - abundance; by the need which the 
| great have of the affiſlance of. the 
little—by the want which the little, 
have of the ſuccor of the great: by 
the law which God has preſcribed to 
the high, to exerciſe protection and 
charity toward the low, and b his 
laws to the low, to exerciſe induſtry 
and obedience. to the high: And jet 
man be aſſured, that however une 
qual their conditions 1 may appear, the 
weight and meaſure” of human hap- 
pinels, is much more equal than he 
imagines. The ſplendor of rank 
and riches, by. no means, determine 
the portion of human happineſs. For, 
the peaſant may ſleep, as-it were, 
aimdſt the balm of Roſes, while the 
pillow of the Prince is planted thick 
with thorns. The balance of human 
happineſs is indeed wonderfully en. 
And the diſproportion of condition is 
moſt clearly neceſſary. For, from 
this wiſe Variety, reſults that fub- - 
| 4 lime 


U- . 
0 | 
line and vt = of hantiony, 


which unites civilized men for on 
tual happineſs. _, 


d KID: jd. 4 
Unfortunately RW through 

immoral peſtilence maddening t the vi 
man mind, a part of the race of. 
men would wreek and diffolys this 
ſublime ſyſtem. The 'merciful hand 
of Providence, however, has raiſed 
up in his Nation, as it were, a Di- 
vine Spirit to ſtay the progreſs of 
Deſolation—THANKS BE TO AL- 
MIGHTY GOD! He has ſhewn to 
the enemies of humanity, that“ the 
battle is not to the ſtrong. A Vie- 
tory ſo marked in its manner, fo 
difficult in its means, ſo ' glorious in its 
iſſue as to loſe by deſcription and 
not gain by panegyrick, roves that 

fuck * ſaſety is only of the Lord. ”F 

But more than glorious. is the 153 
inflrument . of that power of God, for 
the Deliverance of Þ ations. Di AG 
Tioxs,” ALONE can praſle him — 
Who! ting led not more over -his 


do 49 * * © 
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all their force in N him, 


and have leſt upon 
of his COURAGE, ye” of the PRQTEC> 


ks) 


enemies by his valar, than over his 
valor by his modeſty—Who triumph- 
ed over the world, and all its vanity, 


and all its errors, by a piety at once 


ſimple and ſublime. Such is THE 


CHRISTIAN HERO —who never 
forgot his God, and whoſe God never 


forgot him. The blows of Death loſt 


im, but MARKS 


TION of HEAVEN, Theſe are the prop 


of a Diyine Providence, EE 


But in addition to the foregoing Fe, 
guments founded upon nature, experi- 


ence, religion, reaſon, and the exam- 


ples of individuals, let us now paſs 


— %. 


to the examples of Nations. 


When we contemplate the fate of 
fallen Nations, Nineveh, Babylon 


and Egypt: When we look round 


upon the wrecks of Eutope to-day: 
When we behold the infuriate victims 


of Diſorder pluck the ſword from the 


bowels of their own nation, to plunge ' 
it into*thoſe of others; When we 


liſten to the Cries, * Rebellion at 
out 
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our doors; ſiekening wwe Heart! of ds. 
manity for a ſiſter Kingdom; When 
we ſurvey all this, and then look to 

the ſeeurity, the glory of this Nation, 
amidſt univerſal eonſlagration, every 

Sul muſt glow with gratitude to a 
ProteQing God. But what gratitude 
do we not owe for our Civil and Re- 
ligious bleſſings or laws, whereby 
the hair of the pooreſt man's head 
cannot be injured with impunity, by 
the moſt powerful for Religion, free 
from idolatry and ſuperſtition either to 
degrade or enſlave the mind of man 2 
Let us for ſuch AHinguiſied marts of 
the favor of ' Provideuce, reſolve up- 
on permanent Thankſgiving — by RE 
FORMATION=—by.. the gratitude of 
ou lives, inſtead of a day—of our: 
actions more than our π ̊öds. 


ReL1c16N offers the firſt | poirtt ſort 
Reformation: It is with a op pain 
we muſt remark at this moment, that 
it is too mueh diſregarded by the high, 
difgraced. by the low, and degtaded 
by its Teachers. Let without! Reli 
gion, (every. Nation, every man is loi.” 
lt is peculiarly .incumbent.{thereſbre:; | 

| Bg vpon 
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upon the Miniſters, of God's word, 
to ſet an example by their actions. It . 
is highly incumbent _. alſo. upon the 
Great, not to firip Religion of its 
ſanctity, for the indulgence of ſrivo- 
lous pleaſures. They ſhduld wiſely 
remember, that the Gteat day of the 
Lord, is to manifeſt a ſenſe of us 
Dtvine authority, and OUR public obe- . 
dience ; that it onght-not to be eon · 
verted into a day of erime and difobe-; 


- Gence, by violating the laws of the 


Land and Religion, and by prophaning 
it with all the rioting of a Bacchanali- 
an feſtival, gambling and diſſipation.“ 
The Great ſhould be the guardians: 
and Inſtrudtors of mankind... But if 
they corrupt the /ow by their exam! 
ples ; if they make their Domeſtics, min- 


 1{ters of their viees ; they thus prepare 


both for the execution of crzmes. . 
PusLic MANNERS alſo are enti- 
tled to attention. For if Religion be 


„The two Sermons of that able and truly 


_ Chriſtian, Philoſopher, Biſhop Porteus, on te 
. The immodes , 
rate love of 


iperfions incon Efent with the Duties. ' 
of « Cr;fiian,” ſhould in an Age like the 
preſerit be the Mausal of Families, "i 


our 


-” 
) | - 


„ 
our Charter for Heaven, National-man» 
ners are our ſhield upon Earth. With 
out morals no Nation can laſt long. 
Let us beware then; that the charac- 
teriſtic and dignified manners of our 
Nation be not. corrupted by ron 
poiſon- If we liberalize our reſpec. 
table moral cuſtoms for the glittering 
immorality of FRENCH faſhions, the MAN= 
NERS of that Nation will prove more dan» | 
gerpys than their ARMS. db et 


Such examples ſpon Extend, And 
the ſhade of immorality always deep-- 
ens as it extends. Thus — Dis- 
ſpation in the higher claſſes becomes 
deſtructive pleaſure in the ſubordinate 
ranks. Through imitative} amuſe- 
ments, the middling order tumbles, 
into indigence, from indigener into 
fraud, bankruptcy and ruin. And the 
loweſt elaſſes, ſanctioned and inflame, 
ed by the examples of their Superiors, 
hurry mto debauch, diſregard. of law, 
ſedition and all its wats — 


lags 4 


{The admirable tn of Dr. Rengel on Gem 
ing, el en dex 2 an 
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an, how dreadful is: this etample wire 


poiſon of mind and manners, if ad- 
miniſteted tmoagn a et to the b 
"Em. * 79 
- Before ! eonelide; finite" me to ad- 
areſs the younger part of my Congre- 
gation, fome of whom T'perceive® 
have taken up arms. It is your pecaliar 
lot, my young brethreny to be reſery- 
eck ſor an age conyulled by the en- 
ſequences of immorality The whole 
tame of human affaire is diſturhed: 
ou come forward in à period, the 
moſt momentous that ever engaged 
human thought or action. The awfar 
Arens about yon, render your ſtate 
important above your years. Tot 
are deſtined to meet the effrcls of that 
ſhock, which the moral world. has unden. 


gone. It is therefore upon y. wiſdom, 


your virtue, and your fortitude; that the 


liberties, the religion the Rapp ines 


nN by 


he ge of he getlanen deer. 
 Aﬀociation, of St. George's Hanover Square, was 
a circumſtance of which * the Preacher Had not” 


_ appriſed before Divine Service. 
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See an dmirable Diſcourſe n=. 
5 War. Magee before the Univerfity of Dublin. 


ve 


he, Sa weld. >... 
i 


ſupport of the laws, civil, and aeligious. 
Thus my [Young brethren diſplay to 


things. Thus conſole theſe yirtuous 
men, who. guarded. your infant; years, 

and who now, trembling} on the bring 
of their grave cat back their anx- 


4a) 


ol your Country. u in mute devoid. 


Shew to the world then that you are 
ſormed to command, by commanding | 
yourſelves, | Shew to the Jow, _ | 


there is an hig h ſentiment in ſu 


ſion. Teach Rei thiofe above you. 1 
rank or years, that Youth at leaſt is 
open to the awful leſſon of - the Age 
Shew them, that wiſdom | renders men 


dignified without ſtation, and venerg- 
ble without years. And let A#Hee that 


wiſdom, in your moral. and; dignified 


yaur aged friends the rag aid and = 
virtues of Britain, amidſt this wreck. af 


ious. looks upon their COUNTRY | and 
upon von, Feel then, my.. young 
Friends, how much this nation de- 
pends upon the fortitude of its ſons. 
Religion will teach you fartifude,-r 


that pious magnanimity, which does yot fear 
Death, but mates the warrior SURPASS 
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"Let us offer up for 


ſecrate it to the honor of Providence, by 


622) 

May vou then, and may we all be 
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